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TAGS: PGOV, RP 

SUBJECT: CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 

REF: MANILA 1797 

1 . DURING COURSE MEETING WITH LABATT ON FEBRUARY 27, 

ARCHBISHOP OF MANIL JAIME SIN EXPRESSED GENERAL SATISFACTION 
WITH CURRENT CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS. HE STATED THAT MARCOS. 
WELL AWARE THAT CHURCH WOULD NOT BACK DOWN ON DIVORCE ISSUE, 
HAD NOW SHELVED IDEA OF DIVORCE DECREE (SEE REFTEL). SIN 
ASSERTED THAT WHILE CHURCH DID NOT WISH TO INFRINGE UPON 
SOVEREIGNTY OF STATE, NEITHER DID IT WANT TO BE IN A POSITION 

OF ISOLATION. CHURCH STAND ON DIVORCE WAS "FOR GOOD OF 
PHILIPPINE COMMUNITY" WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN BITTERLY SPLIT 
HAD DECREE BEEN ISSUED. 

2. SIN ALSO EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION THAT MARCOS HAD DROPPED 
THREAT OF LEVYING REAL ESTATE TAX ON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WOULD HAVE TO PAY 10 PERCENT TAX ON PROFITS, 
AND THIS WAS QUITE ACCEPTABLE AS "WE WISH TO PAY OUR SHARE". 

SIN ADDED THAT MOST OF THEIR SCHOOLS OPERATED WITHOUT PROFIT. 

3. COMMENT: IF MARCOS HAS INDEED DECIDED TO LAY LOW 
ON DIVORCE DECREE ISSUE, IT IS OBVIOUSLY A VICTORY FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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"UNEQUIVOCAL BELIEF IN THE SANCITY OF MARRIAGE AND THE 
SOLIDARITY OF THE FILIPINO FAMILY" ALSO LENT SUPPORT TO 
CHURCH POSITION AGAINST DIVORCE. 

SULLIVAN 
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